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DIANE’S DIARY > 


Diane Tanner 

Diane’s Diary 

After a short March meeting, we actually 
adjourned in time for those attending the 1 is 
Anniversary Dinner to make it to the restau- 
rant in time for our reservations. The dozen or 
so of us who went had a wonderful, friendly 
dinner, and were able share stories of the 
early days’ by two of our founding mem- 
bers. Highlights include a recitation of our 
past Presidents, a description of our evolution 
from Tri Delta Chi to GGA, and some remi- 
nisces of those first meetings with the ‘ciga- 
rette holder lady’ in Baton Rouge to the ‘bas- 
ketball girls’ in Slidell. 

Still on the calendar - the April meeting 
will feature a hair styling presentation and 
maybe a talk on laser hair removal. Commu- 
nity events on the horizon include the PFLAG 
scholarship awards on Sunday, May 14th 
(Mother’s Day). We hope to again have 
another good turn out to help PFLAG with 
their event that will be at the New Orleans 
Board of Trade on the 300 block of Magazine 
Street. A pot luck type of picnic at Lucette’s 
house in Mississippi on Saturday May 20th is 
still in planning. This would be in addition to 
our regular meeting. Let’s wish Lucette a 
speedy recovery from her recent illness. 
We're looking for someone to volunteer to be 
the picnic coordinator, in terms of who’s 
bringing what for the Pot Luck, including 
set-up and clean up (lets see a show of hands). 

The Lesbian Gay Community Center of 


New Orleans/s Garden Party has been post- 
poned until the fall. Their next event will be 


Serving the Gulf Goust Thansgender Community 


Summer Safari on Friday, June 23rd at Ruby 
Fruit Jungle. This will be a kick off of Na- 
tional Pride Week. 


I’m still looking for a volunteer to be an 
interim Board Member. There has been some 
interest, but good attendance is a determining 
prerequisite. 

We are in the process of starting a new 
event. This will be a regular informal gather- 
ing of GGA members and friends at a New 
Orleans coffee shop. The leading location is 
out towards City Park. We’re looking for this 
to happen the 4th Saturday of each month. 
Dee Dee is coordinating the arrangements and 
is our ’acting’ social director for this event. 
More details on this at the April meeting. 
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E-MAIL LISTINGS 
(E-Mail Corrections to TiaC@juno.com) 
GGA: Info@gga.org or President, 
etc@gga.org 
GGA Web Site: http\:www.gga.org 
Dr Dianne Bailey: dbbailey49@hotmail.com 
Robyn C: CCTWINS@aoi.com 
ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 
Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 
JoAnn D: JRDET@mindspring.com 


Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com (Crys- 
tal is back on e-mail ) - 


Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 
Nancy B: Webmistrrss@gga.org 
Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 
Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 

Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 
Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 
Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 

Lee Mymick: nuttslanding@juno.com 
Chris K.: Chrise@concentric.net 


http:\www.concentric.net/~ chmse/IN” EX- 
HTML 


Denise M. Gallagher: ladym1871@aol.com 
Bobbie N. Hougland: Nicole2u@aol.com 
Donna & Shirley O: pttlov@bellsoutbbbh.net 
Allison Thomas: designs@fastband.com 


Noelle F: Noellextv2000@aol.com 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOLO 


LAGNIAPPE! 


{This is your column! The articles submitted 
are generally from our readers. We will 
publish your pet peeves; yes!, even your 
positive comments if you happen to like some- 
thing we've done. etc. It doesn't have to be 
more than a line or two, if long enough, we 
will normally publish it as a full article. It 
can be marked 'anonymous', but we do need 
to know who it was submitted by. It can even 
be a ‘personal’ as long as it fits our general 
policy as outlined in the bylaws and as sum- 
marized in our outreach brochure.-ed} 


DOOOOOOOOOOVOVOO 
UPDATE ON LEE FRANCES 


Dear Sisters, Brothers, and Friends, 


As some know, on February 12'I tripped 
and fell on the concrete apron of my trailer 
while carrying 3 gallons of water from 
Marge's car. I went flat down and couldn't 
catch myself. I suffered for a week because 
I didn't think I'd have to go to a Doctor In 
the end, I did. 


I went to my internist yesterday and she 
took 15 X-rays and referred me to an ortho- 
pedic Doctor. I went there today and I have 
2 fractured ribs and a badly twisted knee. 
The knee is all wrapped up but today they do 
nothing with ribs as they will heal them- 
selves. So now I have a big handful of pain 
pills, an exercise for my leg and lots of time 
for healing. 


The crowd that says God wants us only 
healthy, wealthy and happy wont buy into the 
reason I fell so you folks can take a walk now 
and spare yourselves. 


On Saturday morning, February 12" 2000 
I decided to have a real heart to heart talk 
with God and proceeded to tell Him how 
dissatisfied I was with my Spiritual life was. 
It was routine and mechanical and centered 
on everything that was wrong in my life. 
Too much attention being paid to the tempo- 
ral rather than the Spiritual. I was vocally 
ranting and raving and asking God to change 
my life to His advantage. 


He did, He slammed me flat on my face. 
I didn't realize it at the time that it was He 
that allowed it. When I did, I thanked Him 
for it. I am not the first "suffering saint" He 
has had but, like the other's my life is chang- 


ing too! God is love and with some of us He 
has to use “tough love." 


I now have the time and motivation to 
carry on the Love Letter ministry and to 
center on writing two tracts I have been 
commissioned to write. One Salvation Tract 
and a brochure to be given to Church Leaders 
on who we are and what we are and are not 
and why we should be welcomed into Churc- 
h. 


Wow!! The junk God has purged out of 
my life!!! Once again I'm free. At least until 
the bill collectors start pursuing me and even 
that can't change the course God has put me 
on. Nothing can separate me from the love of 
God. : 

So now, please pray for me and my recov- 
ery and I am praying for you. I'm getting 
tired now so I'll go, asking God's very best 
for you and telling you, I love you too. Bett- 
er friends no one has ever had. You're the 
best!! 

Lee France 
DOVOVOOOOOOVOOOOOOO 
Resignation 
{via the Internet} 

I am hereby officially tendering my resig- 
nation as an adult. I have decided I would 
like to accept the responsibilities of an 8 
year-old again. 

I want to go to McDonald's and think that 
it's a four star restaurant. 

I want to sail sticks across a fresh mud 
puddle and make a sidewalk with rocks. 

I want to think M&Ms are better than 
money because you can eat them.I want to 
lie under a big oak tree and run a lemonade 
stand- with -my- -friends-on-a hot summer's 
day. 

I want to retum to a time when life was 
simple; When all you knew were colors, 
multiplication tables, and nursery rhymes, but 
that didn't bother you, because you didn't 
know what you didn't know and you didn't 
care. 

All you knew was to be happy because 
you were blissfully unaware of all the things 
that should make you worried or upset. 

I want to think the world is fair. That 
everyone is honest and good. 


I want to believe that anything is possi- 


ble. I want to be oblivious to the complex’ 
of life and be overly excited by the little thin 
again. 


I want to live simple again. I don't want 
my day to consist of computer crashes, moun- 
tains of paperwork, depressing news, how to 
survive more days in the month than there is 
money in the bank, doctor bills, gossip, ill- 
ness, and loss of loved ones. 


I want to believe in the power of smiles, 
hugs, a kind word, truth, justice, peace, 
dreams, the imagination, mankind, and making 
angels in the snow. 

So. here's my checkbook and my car-keys, 
my credit card bills and my 401K statements. 
I am Officially resigning from adulthood. 

And if you want to discuss this further, 
you'll have to catch. me -first,cause 
"Tag! You're it." 

Hope Ya'll Join Me! 

BODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Baton Rouge Weekend 
Donna and Shirley Oiler 


We were finally able to get back up to 
Baton Rouge. We stopped by the La Goya 
Salon that JoAnn Drusilla had recommended 
and we both had our nails done. The people 
were very nice there and they had reasonable 
prices. 


Afterwards, we went to Gina and Val- 
erie's house. Jo Ann was there. Jo Lauren and 
Bryan ne came by later. We all had a delicious 
lunch. We got to visit with JoAnn for a while 
before she had to leave. 


Unfortunately for Donna and Gina, Valerie 
and myself did a bit of spouse bashing We 
spouses can get so vicious at times!. When 
things calmed back down, we all decided to go 
out for dinner at one of the local restaurants 
and we had a good time. We went back to 
Gina and Valerie's after dinner and talked 
some more. The time was getting late so we 
went back to our hotel room. Saturday was 
fun but tiring. 

Gina picked us up at our hotel room and 
took us to church with her. Jo Lauren, Bryan- 
ne and Peter ( A big brown rabbit ) met us at 
the church. The service was nice but a bit 
different. The songs were different and so was 
the confession arrangement. Jo Lauren did a 
segment for the Children's time entitled “Wh- 
ere is God ?", it included Gina with her old 
computer parts looking for God on the inter- 
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Sexology Specialist 
Therapy & Consultation 


Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 


New Orleans, LA 70115 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 


444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA Jeffrey T. Reeder 


Attorney at LaW 


{Kera@Bellsouth.net } 
Beeper 551-3957 


www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


y, South MS 
rrel 228-467-1286 


Independent Professional Beauty 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 
Consignment-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 
915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 


113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


uthern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 
201 Gordon Crocket 


riendly! 


Celtic Desktop Services 
Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 
Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 
Marie D. Gallagher 
President 


281.508.6018 

pager: 713.615.4276 

fax: 281.615.5782 

e-mail: Mariedenig@aol.com 


a goya salon 
corrective hair specialists 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


lynn 504-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 


(Benita or Duane) 
641 2960 


Complete Styling Service 
David Drive Metairie, LA 
Myrle McArthur 


Lafayette, LA 70503 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 


864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
1804 25™ Ave (Hwy 49) Rochelle 


Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 
1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 


Melanie Cuevas 
P. O. BOX 922 


Kosciusko, MS 39090 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $40/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 

re ATLD 


<2 Nails by Tine 


, PROFESSIONAL, COMPLETE 
NAIL CARE 


Wayne, PA 19087 


Gulf Gender Alliance 


Wigs, Hats & Turb 
Ste E (upstairs) 
1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, L 


ans 
646-0256 
A 70458 


Serenit 
Place 


Lydia K Constantin RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 


PUBLICATION NOTICE 


GGA CALENDAR-2000 
Apr 8"- Regular Meeting 
La Goya Styling & Laser Presentation 
Regular Meeting 

PFLAG 10" Annual 
Scholarship Reception 7p.m. N.O. 
Board of Trade Bldg (316 Magazine 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
the Gulf Gend a 


RENAISSANCE CHAPTER. Articles and 
information contained in this newsletter 
may be reprinted by other non-profit 


advance permission, provided a copy is 
ulf Gender Alliance within 2 
months after the material is published 
and proper credit is given to author and 


_ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
ews of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and 
welcomed, but ma) 
editing process wi 


be altered in the 
the author’s intent 
retained, or may be rejected, whether 
solicited or not. Absolutely no sexually 
explicit material will be accepted or 
printed. Submissions of more than one 
page should be accompanied 
ASCII (or DOS text) file on 3.5" 
S compatible diskette. 
Perfect up through 2K also) 


The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit support group for transgendered 
pouses and significant others 
d and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
roved guests are welcome when 
h GGA’s officers. Dues 
‘or active members 
$15/year for associate members. 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 
roups that do not 
letter for 6 consecutive 


Doctor Peggy Rudd 


Gender Consultant 


P.O. Box 5304 


(713) 347-6653 
Katy, TX 77491-b304 (713) 347-8747 


KING & QUEEN TRAVELING REVUE 
embers who do not brin 
ues current within 1 month 
their expiration date may also be drop- 
ped at the board’s discretion. 


Our phone is: (504) 943-1999. 
All oun correspondence should be sent 


P.O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA_-70156-6836 
Submit articles and ads to: 
Cissy G, Conley 
P. O. Box 5085 
Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 


All advertisements and articles must 
be received by the Thursday following 
. Otherwise, expect 


BILOXI, MS 39535 


pagen767@hotmail.com 


the second Saturd 
an additional months delay. 

Comments noted with -ed or {ed} are 
from the Flip Side Staff and should not 
be construed as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 

Our E-Mail address is: Info@GGA.- 
org. News articles to: TiaC@juno.com 


siiiiiiMeeting Notice::::::::: 
If you wish to attend a GGA Meeting, 
please contact us at the aforementioned 
address or call us at: 

(504) 943-1999 

This month’s regular meeting will be 
held April 8" in our usual location in the 
Greater New Orleans area. For those 
desiring to dress in the room, it is usually 
open by 3:30 - 4 p.m. Board of Directors 
meeting is at 6:30 p.m. and General 
Membership Meeting at 7:15 p.m. Meeting 
location information is included separately 
for members or guests who have been 
interviewed. 
DOODOOOOHOOOOOVOOO 


President 
Vice-president Crystal Little 
Secretary/Treasurer Cissy Conley 


Board of Directors 
Diane T, Crystal L, Nicole H, 
Cissy C, Nancy B, Michelle 
Ryan & Shirley O. 


net. I got to pet Peter Rabbit before and after 
the service (I am partial to rabbits, as some 
of you already know. 


After service, we decided to go out for 
lunch. Jo Lauren and Bryanne had to bring 
Peter Rabbit home. Gina took us over to their 
place. I got to meet the rest of the rabbits and 
even got to pet some of the baby bunnies. 


We went to one of the local restaurants 
for a late lunch. We were seated at a table 
and had begun to order. A group of three 
people were near us. A few minutes later the 
group asked if they could move to another 
table away from us. It bothered me that the 
smaller group had done this, but it did not 
stop us from cutting up and having a good 
time. 

After lunch, Jo Lauren decided to go 
home so Bryanne came with us back to Gina 
and Valerie's house. Gina and Bryanne got 
on the computer (They were being bad.) 
while Donna watched. Valerie and myself 
talked about different subjects. We took a 
ride with Gina to take Bryanne home and 
talked with Jo Lauren and Bryanne for a 
while. Gina brought us back to our hotel after 
we had promised that we would come back 
up to Baton Rouge as soon as we could. The 
end of Sunday was near and it had been a 
fully packed day. 

On Monday we packed the bags again and 
went to breakfast. After breakfast we headed 
for home. The stay there was not long enoug- 
h. I was not able to go shopping at the " Mall 
of Louisiana " or do any genealogy research 
but still had a wonderful time. 

We do plan on going back to Baton Rouge 
soon and visit with our friends again. This 
time we probably will cut up in different 
locations and have a wonderful time dcing it. 
So Baton Rouge may want to keep an eye out 
for us. 


A special note for JoAnn, Jo Lauren, Bryann- 
e, Gina and Valerie; thanks for showing us a 
great time! 
OOOOOOOOOOHGOOOOOO 
Hero of the Civil Rights Move- 
ment to Lead March on Fox Fam- 
ily Channel 
Psalmwrite@aol.com 
{See related article on page 9} 
Soulforce Press Release February 22, 2000 


The hero of ‘The Children’, David 
Halberstam's prize-winning history of the 
civil rights movement, is convinced that 
seeking justice for sexual minorities is "the 
next civil rights frontier." The Rev. Doctor 
James Lawson, Co-Chair with Mel White of 
the Committee to Bring Truth to Pat Robert- 
son and the Fox Family Channel, believes 
that "Gay and lesbian Americans face an even 
more difficult struggle than we African- 
Americans faced. We had our families and 
our churches to support us. They have nei- 
ther." . 

Doctor Lawson, one of King's closest 
associates, trained the young people who 
revolutionized the civil rights movement in 
the 1960s with their sit-ins, freedom rides, 
and nonviolent marches. "The principles of 
Gandhian nonviolence helped us end segrega- 
tion in the 60s," Lawson explains. “Now it's 
time to apply those principles on behalf of 
justice for sexual minorities." 


"Doctor Lawson's decision to support our 
GLBT struggle for justice is a gift from 
God," states Mel White, Co-Chair of Sou- 
lforce, Inc., a network of people of faith 
determined to apply the principles of nonvio- 
lence to the liberation of sexual minorities. 
"Jim Lawson's lifetime experience as a civil 
rights activist, his commitment to Gandhi's 
‘soul force,‘ his gifts as speaker and teacher, 
his connections with other justice and peace 
movements around the globe, and his deeply 
held faith that our Creator seeks justice for all 


. could renew and redirect our entire GLBT 


movement." 


At a 12 Noon luncheon and a 1:30 press 
conference, Wednesday, February 23, in 
Westwood, Doctor Lawson will explain why 
he's leading dozens of interfaith clergy in 
protesting the anti-homosexual rhetoric of Pat 
Robertson's 700 Club, seen three times daily 
on the Fox Family Channel. Following the 
press conference, Lawson will lead the 
clergy on a march to the Fox Family world 
headquarters to present their case against 
Robertson's "rhetoric of intolerance." 


"For eighteen months Fox executives have 
refused to meet with us," Lawson explains. 
"It's too bad. We're only trying to help them 
understand why with Pat Robertson featured 
three hours daily) their ‘family channel’ is no 
longer safe for America's families. We 
aren't trying to embarrass or censor Fox 


Family or Mr. Robertson. We just want them | 
to hear the truth, that homosexuals are God's 
children, too. Mr. Robertson's anti- 
-homosexual campaign is not only untrue, it 
leads to discrimination, suffering, and even 
death." 

Doctor Lawson is convinced that "Mr. 
Robertson uses anti-homosexual rhetoric to 
raise money and mobilize volunteers. He 
misquotes the Bible to support his false and 
divisive views. It's nothing new. Southern 
preachers like Robertson were misusing the 
Bible to demean and demonize black Ameri- 
cans in the 1960s just like they're misusing the 
Bible to demean and demonize gay Americans 
today." 

Members of the Press are invited to lunch 
with Doctor Lawson and the other concerned 
clergy 12 Noon, February 23, at the Univer- 
sity Religious Conference at UCLA, 900 
Hilgard Ave., Westwood, CA. The Press 
Conference is at 1:30 followed immediately by 
the four block march to Fox Family headquar- 
ters at 10960 Wilshire Blvd. If Fox executives 
continue to refuse to meet with the clergy, the 
clergy have promised an immediate nonviolent 
direct action against Fox and a nationwide 
campaign to boycott Fox Family and its spon- 
sors. 

Contact: MEL WHITE, Co-Chair 
455-0999 or Email: RevMel@aol.com. 
DOOOODOOOOOOWVOOO 
New Orleans Hate Crimes Project 
504-944-HEAL 

The New Orleans Gay and Lesbian Com- 
munity Center, 2114 Decatur Street has ob- 
tained a grant from the Louisiana Commission 
on Law Enforcement to support and assist 
individuals, families and communities affected 
by hate violence. The purposes of this project 
are summarized as follows: 

Identify victims and survivors of hate crimes. 
Increase reporting of hate crimes. 

Assist survivors in navigating the criminal 
justice system. 

Provide crisis intervention, counseling and 
referral 

Collaborate with community leaders, agencies 
and individuals to improve and increase access 
to resources for survivors of hate crimes. 


The Hate Crimes Project is determined to 
end hate violence and discrimination. This can 


(949) 
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only be done through a commitment to undo- 


Have a good month; see everyone next 


ing oppression in its many forms; some of time. 


which include: 
Racism 
Sexism 
Anti-Semitism 
Homophobia/Heterosexism 
Ableism *~ 
Religious Intolerance 
White Supremacy 

. This project is seeking to establish part- 
nerships with individuals and organizations 
who belong to, represent, or are in contact 
with populations most likely to be affected by 
hate violence. These partnerships are to 


sustain a project that is accessible, relevant 
and accountable to the communities served. 


The Hate crimes Project is also seeking 
volunteers who can commit to working again- 
st all forms of violence and oppression. 
Counselors and advocate from many commu- 
nities are needed to interact with different 
communities. If you can help, call the above 
number. 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOWOWO 
KAREN’S KORNER 
Karen Louise Scott 


We all shared a good time at our anniver- 
sary dinner, Along with the talking and visit- 
ing, some ideas for activities were discussed. 

We had a nice meeting and caught up on 
happenings. Lucette is having some health 
problems and the lawn party at her home in 
May is on hold for the time being until our 
April meeting. Hopefully, all will go well 
with her. 


Danielle. was. voted. in as .our newest 
member. Welcome Danielle. 


At the Anniversary Dinner, we had sto- 
ries to tell about our adventurers and events 
in coming out times. They were quite good. 


As usual, we closed the place down after 
a joyous evening. 

I recently purchased and read a book by 
Diedre McCloskey, ‘Crossings, a Memoir’. 
It tells of her journey from coming out, 
events leading up to and after her surgery. It 
is a very good book. 


We have a good program planned for our 
April meeting. I hope everyone can be there. 


ODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


FROM THE STENOPAD 
: Cissy Conley 
As you have probably already read from 

Diane’s Diary and Karen’s Korner (I do know 
that some actually do read the newsletter!), 
we had a very short Board and General Mem- 
bership Meeting before going across the street 
to our Anniversary Dinner. 


Good News-Bad News. We welcomed 
Danielle from upstate as an Associate Mem- 
ber. It was her second meeting and as one of 
our past president’s used to say; the differ- 
ence between a scared and bored member is 
a couple of meetings. The bad news is that 
Bobbie and Tom are moving to Alaska in a 
couple of months. She had photos of her 
recent trip to Montreal for her surgery. We 
were glad to see a couple of members whom 
we had not seer in some time; Sandy S and 
Charit< $. So .2one may be saying this about 
me socn as J ..issed last month and am very 
likely to miss next month too. Jo Ann D. had 
a Surprise visit to the hospital and was unable 
to make the meeting although she is back out 
and planning to attend in April 


Board Meeting We discussed events for 
forthcoming meetings. The La Goya hair and 
possibly laser presentation is scheduled for 
April. It is being coordinated by Jo Ann D 
and Nancy B. We are still hoping for the 
lawn party at Lucette’s in May. This is not 
planned to take the place of the regular meet- 
ing and is dependent of course first and fore- 
most on Lucette’s health. A second contin- 
gency is finding a member to step up and take 
care of the details of arranging food, drink, 
tables and chairs, etc. If you feel called, see 
Diane. As a follow on, at the Anniversary 
Dinner, Dee Dee brought up the idea of 
having an additional event every month along 
the lines of a dining out or coffee and desert. 
She is to let us know so we can pass the word 
on as to what she can arrange. We also dis- 
cussed alternative meeting locations but came 


to no firm recommendations. 
General Membership Meeting Diane 


Member. Bobbie H. had brought some clothes 
and wigs to give away and several members 
made selections. Donna looked especial! 
stunning in one of the brunette wigs. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOHOOO 


NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 1 year in 
advance. 
posted 


All events have been 

through national 
advertisement or direct contact 

§ from the promoter. GGA accepts no 
responsibility for the accuracy or 
content of these items. 


DOOOHOOOOOOOOOOOO 


10" Annual 
California Dreamin’ 
April 27-30 
San Francisco, CA 
PPOC P.O. Box 1088 
Yorba Linda, CA 92885 
(714) 281-0271 
BDOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Gender Pac Lobby Days 2K 
Washington, DC 
May 21-23 
__._ Holiday Inn on the Hill 
LobbyDays@gpac.org 
BDOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Renaissance 4" Intl Conf 
Crossdressing, Sex & Gender 
May 4-7 
Philadelphia, PA 
987 Old Eagle School Rd, Ste 719 
Wayne, PA 19087 
info@ren.org 
(610) 975-9119 


Wwww.ren.orgt/4thcongress 


Gulf Gender Alliance Page 6 


PDOOOOOOOVVOOOOOO 
Kindred Spirits 
Guest House Opening 
Black Mountain, NC 
May 13 
395 Lakey Gap Acres 
Black Mountain, NC 28711 


hollyfairy@juno.com 
(828) 669-3889 


www. TranSpirits.org 
OQOOOOOQOOOOOOOO 
Espirit 2000 
Port Angeles, WA 
May 15-21 
P. O. Box 181 
Kent, WA 98035-0181 


EspiritGala@aol.com 


www.nwart.com/espirit 
ODDOODOODOOHOOOoOO 


Planting Loving Seeds 


Pouring the Foundation 
Rachel Miller 


As a man who is a follower of Jesus yet 
sometimes wears a dress, I have found that 
most church people would automatically 
condemn people like me as sinners in need of 
repentance. They wouldn't want us in their 
churches until we cleaned up our acts. Our 
typical response was to hide the truth and 
pretend to be just like everyone else. That 
behavior pattern left me feeling hypocritical. 
Over the years that hypocrisy generated 
tremendous emotional trauma and pain. 
Cross-dressing was causing problems in my 
life but church was the last place on earth that 
I would have sought help. 


I was fortunate to find help from 
others who struggled with similar issues. 
They accepted me as I was and helped me to 
understand myself. It was an arduous pro- 
cess, but I finally came to understand and 
accept myself and achieve emotional healing. 
With lots of love, care and discussion my 
wife, family and close friends were able to 
accept me as well. 


However,, religious issues continued to 
evade resolution. I resorted to using Biblical 
passages to prove that I was okay and that 
those who attacked me were wrong. I brand- 


ed them as spiritual abusers. Although I 
experienced some success in this legalistic 
approach, it was still woefully unfulfilling. 1 
didn't want to be accepted if I could only 
achieve it through winning Biblical argu- 
ments. I had:to know if God had any good 
news for me, Richard, the guy who was also 
a cross-dresser. 


The Gospel is often characterized as the 
"good news" and I began anxiously searching 
for that news. What emerged was a sense of 
God's overwhelming love, grace, compassion 
and forgiveness. Jesus taught that God wanted 
an intimate relationship with me and was 
willing to overlook my faults and shortcom- 
ings if I would only love back. With uncondi- 
tional love there was room for everyone, even 
across-dresser. It was so simple - Love God, 
Love your neighbor - yet held great authentic- 
ity. God made me with all my imperfections. 
If God loved me as I am, it must be okay for 
me to love myself as I am. I thought this was 
a new concept but realized it was also the 
cornerstone of the Torah. The prayer at the 
heart of Judaism continues to be the Sh'ma. It 
requires loving God with all our heart and 
soul. Loving God then leads to doing good 
works or mitzvoth. Sound familiar? In Jesus’ 
time many religious leaders had succumbed to 
the obligation of the law (not unlike today), 
but God's doctrine of love has always been 
preeminent. 


While I found the concept of loving God 
extremely simple, its practical application 
was incredibly difficult. To develop an inti- 
mate relationship with my creator I would 
have to acknowledge that life's true meaning 
is about God and become a follower of God's 
plan rather than exercising unrestrained 
control as the captain of my own ship. 


To me God's most impractical idea is that 
everyone is a child of God. That no matter 
how nasty someone appears, God loves them 
and expects me to do the same because we 
are family. I find those warm fuzzy feelings 
great for Sunday church but what about 
Monday morning when the world’s predators 
take over? 

It occurred to me that I had benefitted 
greatly from this upside-down view. God had 
waited for me all these years while I repeat- 
edly wandered into God's plan and then slipp- 
ed back into my normal routine. Now I was 


drawing closer but God never scolded me 
about my past failures, just rejoiced that I was 
here now. Maybe this isn't as bad as it seeme- 
d, but what happens now? 


I want to go immediately to the solution by 
having others quit preaching at myself and 
other transgendered people and start loving us 
as Jesus taught. Instead I keep getting dragged 
back to the foundational prerequisite of me 
loving God more first. What I am discovering 
is that my greatest sin has nothing to do with 
cross-dressing but is my failure to love enoug- 
h. The word sin carries lots of negative bag- 
gage, so rather than using the word sin I have 
begun to think of it more in terms of an oppor- 
tunity to improve my character. That makes it 
something to work on in a positive sense rather 
than feeling the guilt and anxiety that is often 
present with the word sin. 


In my moments of painful honesty I have to 
admit that I don't know how to love the people 
who condemn me. I want them to change into 
someone more lovable and then I'll try to love 
them. But the Biblical message is that I have to 
change. I have to love them even though they 
are different. At times the thought of making 
a change of this magnitude seems impossible 
because J am uncertain if the unaided human 
heart is capable of that sort of love and accep- 
tance. 


At this juncture a new insight showed up -- 
I couldn't do it by myself. I would have to 
trust God and let God's love flow through me 
to those in need I want to be perfectly clear 
that God has never spoken to me in an audible 
voice or even a voice heard inside my head. 
I'm not known for pious prayers but talk to 
God quite frequently, usually in the form of 
questions like, "What is it you want from me?" 
or "This is a fine mess, what am I supposed to 
do now?" I am never 100% certain if the 
resulting idea is an answer from God but I try 
to follow my heart. This idea seemed like a 
message from God because it isn't the sort of 
thing I'd be likely to think up myself since the 
burden of change fell entirely on my shoul- 
ders. 

I have heard many high-sounding reli- 
gious/spiritual pleas about loving and trusting 
God, but find that very difficult to do in my 
daily life. I can categorically state that God's 
laws are not functioning in Corporate America 
.The just typically are punished rather than 
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rewarded and good guys typically finish last 
if they finish at all. Unless one fervently 
believes in a heaven, it is totally unrealistic 
and impractical to trust an unseen God ‘in 
today's world. 


Throughout my life journey I have sought 
clarity on spiritual issues and kept asking and 
re-asking myself certain questions and testing 
and re-testing my answers. Is there a God? 
- I can accept the concepts of the big bang 
and evolution but not as the total answer. It is 
incomprehensible for me to conceive of the 
existence of the universe without an all -pow- 
erful creator. This answer has been rock solid 
with me since my teenage bout with agnosti- 
cism. 


Is the God represented in the Old Testa- 
ment the one true God? [ studied compara- 
tive religions and have a broad exposure to 
Eastern Religions. None of these other reli- 
gious choices have ever generated a convinc- 
ing pull for me so I locked onto the God of 
the Old Testament in my early thirties. 


Is Jesus the Messiah? I believe in my 
heart that he is but reaching that conclusion 
took much longer as I struggled with the 
historical chicanery that churches had perpe- 
trated and the hypocrisy that has remained. 
Scholarly research indicated that the New 
Testament had been doctored in multiple 
places yet, in spite of man's intervention, | 
ultimately accepted Jesus as the only path I 
could commit myself to following. 


So here I am trying to follow Jesus’ 
example of actually trusting God in real 
world situations. It is a constant struggle to 
determine how much I'm willing to let go and 
trust so it's bound to be an interesting jour- 
ney. I invite you to come along. Tell me what 
you think. Share your thoughts with minis- 
ters, church members, friends and anyone 
else who is interested. Through open dialog 
we will all grow in our understanding of and 
love for God and each other. 


At a recent Bar Mitzvah ceremony of 
family friends, Ruth said to her son David, 
"You have a wide heart and a deep soul." I 
hope that someday God might say that to me. 
Notes: have a new web site: 
http://members.aol.com/plantloveseeds that 
contains a. copy of this article, all of my 
previous related articles as well as the semi- 
nar materials from my day long spiritual 
seminar for transgendered people. 


BOOOOOHOOOHOOOOOWO 


NTAC, TG Groups Convene At 
NGLTF's Transgender Agenda 
Meeting 


Vanessa Edwards Foster 

{Courtesy Nancy B.-ed} 

Gender-various group leaders, and supporting 
organization heads met at the National Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force sponsored and hosted 
National Transgender Agenda Meeting. The 
Feb. 11 meeting, co-sponsored by PFLAG 
and HRC, brought together individuals from 
various organizations such as LLEGO (the 
national Latino LGBT organization), Lambda 
Legal group, the Gay / Lesbian Medical 
Assn, National Youth Advocacy Coalition, 
the Columbia- University School of Public 
Health, the City University of New York, 
Family Pride Center, the Harry Benjamin 
International Gender Dysphoria Association, 
the and the ACLU's National Office. Also 
attending was legal expert Chai Feldblum 
from the Georgetown University Law Center. 
Gender groups were well represented: 
NYAGRA (from New York), the Intersex 
Society of North America, FTM Interna- 
tional, the Metropolitan Gender Network , 
TGAIN (Texas Gender Advocacy & Informa- 
tion Network) and most notably NTAC (the 
National Transgender Advocacy Coalition) 
were all in attendance. Curiously though, 
GenderPAC was missing in action on this 
discussion. 


NTAC had the largest presence in the 
room and on the phones, with a total of ten 
members participating. Monica Roberts, 
Sarah Fox, Ph.D., Michael Gray, Ph.D., 
Chelsea Goodwin, Rusty Mae Moore, Ph.D. 
and Vanessa Edwards Foster all made the trip 
to NGLTF's Washington offices, while Ka- 
trina Rose, J.D., Deni Scott and Dawn Wil- 
son participated via phone. 


A wide number of topics were covered in 
the four-hour conference: Intersexed gender 
mutilation, transgender youth issues, health 
concerns, minority and recent immigrant 
transgender representation, reforming of the 
gender identity diagnosis, and private sector 
education and coalition-building. Obviously a 
large portion of the meeting dealt with legis- 
lation - especially pertinent to employment 
non-discrimination.. From the polled senti- 
ment, it was obvious that employment was the 


key issue among transgenders. 


The logistics of the phone conference 
were the only kinks in the entire presentation} 
The meeting was overwhelmingly well- re- 
ceived, and many came away with a sense of 
laying groundwork for dynamic future. The 
usual time constraints were minimized by 
facilitator Deb Kolodny's deft adherence to the 
agenda and movement of the discussion. Most 
encouraging was the sense that virtually all 
participants were pretty much on the same 
page. 

Feelings from the meeting were positive. 
“the meeting was a very good start to build 
alliances and learn more about what others are 
doing and just how many strong allies the trans 
communities have," said NTAC's Monica 
Roberts. "For the most part everybody played 
together well." 


However, it wasn't totally devoid of con- 
flict. "There was a tense moment when Nancy 
Buermeyer brought up the friction between 
NTAC and HRC," Roberts added “Michael 
Gray was quick to move to reduce tensions and 
offer an olive branch for reconciliation." 


"We got their attention," opined Sarah 
Fox, “and I think they realize we are a force 
with which they must negotiate. "Obviously, 
HRC is intimidated by our main goal: TG 
inclusion in all proposed GLB legislation," 
stated Dawn Wilson, interim chair of NTAC. 
"There is no possible halfway point or com- 
promise, and “we're not ready yet" or “we 
need more education" is no longer an excuse. 
An organization is either for civil rights for all 
or it isn't." “I'm not so sure the needs of the 
Transgender community and the needs of HRC 
are necessarily in conflict, Fox continued. "I 
don't think HRC is interested in excluding us 
from legislation, so much as keeping their 
contributors happy. There may be ways to do 
this and to advance transgender rights at the 
same time. I sincerely hope so, anyway!" 


However, the NTAC team "did splen- 
didly!" stated Fox. “We were extremely cohe- 
sive and well coordinated, and we played off 
of each other like a tightly choreographed 
ballet company." 


Overall, the meeting was truly a success. 
NGLTF Executive Director, Kerry Lobel 
(ever so humbly), said it was “a great start" 
sentiment echoed by one of the other co- 
sponsors, Cynthia Newcomer on PFLAG 
National. 
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The National Transgender Agenda Meet- 
ing was, in fact, so well-received that a 
decision was made to convene another similar 
meeting in the coming months. NGLTF 
Political Director, Rebecca Isaacs, gave her 
blessing - and an underwriting commitment 
from NGLTF - to proceed with plans for 
another conference. The National Gay & 
Lesbian Task Force as a group, and individu- 
ally Kerry and Rebecca, and especially Legal 
Director, Blake Cornish and staffer Eleni 
Zulia deserve major kudos for having the 
vision, and putting forth a tremendous effort 
to make it happen. 


PFLAG National also deserves recogni- 
tion for their role in making this a reality. 
PFLAG was instrumental in initiating the 
meeting and additionally ensuring that NTAC 
had a spot at the table - even though they had 
no national charter yet. Many thanks to 
Cynthia Newcomer, Tom Comell, Ron 
Schlittler, T C. Duong and especially Execu- 
tive Director, Kirsten Kingdon for giving us 
a voice. It was a truly laudable effort from 
organizations renown for their commitment 
and integrity. 

The contacts. made and shared from the 
various organizations are a wonderful begin- 
ning to what is hoped will be a true, broad 
-based coalescing of the national efforts. 
We've laid the first few important bricks in 
the groundwork needed to proceed now we 
move on to the next level. 

OOOO OOHOOOOOOOH 
Clergy Close Down Fox 
Family Headquarters - 


Protest Is Inclusive of B&T 


BewareTheFox@soulforce. org 

{Courtesy PRFrye@aol.com-ed} 
A Soulforce Press Release, February 24, 
2000 

Refusing to be intimidated by a rare 
winter thunderstorm, twenty-six Christian 
ministers and Jewish rabbis waded through 
the flooded streets of West Los Angeles on 
their cold, wet march to the international 
headquarters of the Fox Family Channel. 


"We're seeking justice for God's lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, and transgendered children," 
said a smiling Frank Wulf, the United Meth- 
odist Chaplain at UCLA who hosted a pre 
-march luncheon at the University Religious 


Conference. "A little rain won't stop us." 


With police and curious spectators looking 
on, uniformed security guards blocked all 
entrances to the high rise glass and marble 
headquarters of Rupert Murdoch's Fox Fam- 
ily Channel and its partner, Saban Entertain- 
ment at 10960 Wilshire Boulevard. 


"For eighteen months we've tried to get an 
appointment with Fox Family executives to 
discuss our serious concerns about Pat Rob- 
ertson' anti-homosexual rhetoric on their 
channel," explained Ed Bacon, the Rector of 
All Saints Episcopal in Pasadena, California. 
“Now they would rather close down the entire 
business than meet with us to work out a 
solution that would satisfy everyone including 
Mr. Robertson." 


With guards blocking all entrances to the 
public lobby there was no way for the clergy 
protesters to access the elevators that would 
carry them to their uninvited meeting with 
Richard Cronin, the President and CEO of 
the Fox Family Channel, in his offices on the 
eighth floor, 

"If they want to close down their business, 
then let's help them," said Doctor Mel White, 
a Co-Chair of the Clergy Committee to Bring 
Truth to Fox and the founder of Soulforce, a 
network of people of faith seeking justice for 
sexual minorities. 


Immediately, the clergy formed two 
groups, locked arms at both entrances to the 
building, and began to sing “We shall over- 
come" led by Rabbi Denise Eger of Congre- 
gation Kol Ami. Security guards, surprised 
and enraged by the turn of events, unlocked 
the doors and began to shove and curse the 
clergy. 

"We were stunned by their violent re- 
sponse to our nonviolent protest. They were 
thugs," said the Rev. Nancy Wilson, an elder 
in the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches and pastor of MCCLA. 
"We are only asking two things of Fox," she 
explained. "We want a meeting with Mr. 
Robertson (which he refuses) and we want 
TV time on Fox Family to respond to Mr. 
Robertson's misinformation campaign." 

Carrying “Beware the Fox" signs and 
singing songs of the civil rights movement, 
the clergy closed down the Fox Family head- 


quarters for more than one hour: Police were 


in place to arrest the demonstrators. Police 
vans arrived to carry them away. But Fox 


Family officials decided to leave the building 
closed rather than suffer the negative publicity 
that would follow the arrest of two dozen 
respected pastors, priests, and rabbis protest- 
ing Pat Robertson's anti-family rhetoric on 
their "family" channel. 

"They're hoping that we'll just go away,” 
Mel White said quietly to a Canadian reporter. 
"But Gandhi and King teach us that our ‘soul 
force' search for justice must be relentless. 
On Friday, March 24, we shall return and 
we're inviting our friends and allies to join us. 
We're going to train hundreds of nonviolent 
demonstrators to close down the Fox Family 
Channel once a month until they take us seri- 
ously. Pat Robertson's anti-homosexual misin- 
formation campaign leads to terrible suffering 
for families all across the nation. We must 
help cut off that suffering at its source." 


For information go to: http://www.soulforce- 
.org--Click on “Beware the Fox" 


Rev. Frank Wulf (310) 208-6869; Rev. Nancy 
Wilson (310) 854-9110; 


Rev. Ed Bacon (626) 796-1172; Rabbi Denise 
Eger (310) 248-6320 
DOODOOHOOOOOVOOON 
“WHATEVER" 


Beth Plottner at bethchi@aol.com 
{Recently published in the newsletter of It's Time Illinois, 
Courtesy of Phyllis Frye-ed} 

GBLT, LBG&T, T, G, L, & B which is 
correct and does it matter? Maybe not on 
paper except for the order of the letters, but 
what I'm referring to is the use of commas 
and/or other punctuation marks in between the 
letters. No this isn't going to become a gram- 
mar lesson (never one of my strong points but 
those who have read my columns have long 
figured this out). 


So what is it about the use of the commas | 
and/or other punctuation? They separate the 
letters just as we often separate ourselves. I 
am not going to rehash that Transgendered 
people deserve to be included. | think most 
agree we do and are part of the community. 
But what I am going to rehash is the separation 
between the L the B the T and the G in the 
world in which we live in. 

The other day I met a Transgendered 
individual atan-LGBT meeting. This individ- 
ual though very sensitive to the fact that 
Transgendered folk were given an equal voice 
in what we were trying to accomplish at the 
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same time wanted to distance herself from the 
rest of the group when it came to going out to 
eat and later a reception. The reason she 
gave? She said she didn't want to go to the 
restaurant we were headed to for dinner 
because it was considered a "gay restaurant" 
and as a straight woman she didn't want to go 
to that type of establishment especially if we 
were going out afterwards for drinks at a 
(gasp) lesbian or gay bar. 


People are free to socialize with who ever 
they want. If you just want to hang with the 
boys or with the girls we all have that right. 
But often business meetings and conventions 
have a social function. Very often more 
information and ideas are traded back and 
forth in a more relaxed setting. I have met a 
fair number of people in the community who 
don't drink or don't like to go to bars because 
they tend to be a bit on the smoky side. I can 
also understand why some people who iden- 
tify as straight wouldn't want to go to a gay 
establishment (though I know a good number 
of straight people who have frequented such 
places). What my point is this person who 
wants to be included when it suits her but at 
the same time wants to exclude at the same 
time too. I'm sorry but I don't see how it 
works that way. Whether we like it or not 
the rest of society views us all together. 
Even so we shouldn't exclude. But when we 
Start putting separations between us we weak- 
en our own community just as society is 
weakened because they have tried to separate 
and marginalize us. 


No one group has a monopoly on 
trying to distance themselves from another. I 
have often heard complaints that the women 
are not welcome in some men's spaces and 
men and transgendered persons are not wel- 
come in some women's spaces etc. As 
Americans, we have the right to associate 
with whom we wish. 


But what is wrong and not right is to 
create barriers between ourselves. This has 
been an issue society has been dealing with 
for the second half of the 20th century. 
White and black, male and female, straight 
and well you get the idea. Until such time 
that we as a society learn not to but up barri- 
ers whether in society at large or within a 
smaller segment of society such as the LBTG 
community we always be marginalizing and 
weakening ourselves. 


So let's put a stop to it right now in the 
LBTG community. No commas, no other 
punctuation no barriers. The infighting in the 
community has to stop! How can we move 
forward and bring down the barriers that 
society tries to put up around us if we keep 
erecting barriers within. After all we are all 
equal; we are all important, we are all wel- 
come. 


OBOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
It's Izzard 
Penni Ashe Matz 


<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 
[Received from Brenda Lana_ Smith, 
< Brenda-Lana@blsmith fre es er ve .c 0. uk >} 

If you don't know him yet, you will soon. 
He's the British fellow in heels and eyeliner, 
followed by a pack of female fans, with all 
the signs of becoming a comic classic. 


In Toronto, on the opening night of his 
new North American tour, comedian Eddie 
Izzard stops his routine suddenly. He smiles 
broadly, straight out at the theater full of 
people, and says, "I'm talking crap. Haven't 
done a gig in ages." Izzard, you see, does 
comedy the hard way: he doesn't write any- 
thing down, and he doesn't rehearse anything, 
either...During his surreal soliloquies with 
riffs on everything from cows ("They. have 
rights... though not many") to a new Cana- 
dian national anthem ("Oh Canada, how 
many A's do we have? Like 'banana,' only 
different"), he frequently pauses to gather 
himself to figure out what to say next. Among 
Izzardophiles; the hard-core fans who'll 
follow "Circle," his new show, to Boston, 
Chicago, Philadelphia and New York; the 
Moments when he says "Um, yes, ba-dum 
ba-dum... and that's all true" are the espe- 
cially delicious trademarks of his style: 


Izzard; whom Monty Python legend John 
Cleese calls "the funniest stand-up around"; is 
a smallish man, with a big, generous face and 
a voice capable of whiplashing from a high, 
adolescent croak to a thespian basso in a split 
second. The content of his gags ("Before 
Stonehenge, there was Strawhenge and 
Woodhenge") is like the subject matter of a 
modern painting; only half the story. The way 
he says them; very, very fast with a little 
kid's instant grin of discovery; is the brush 
stroke, the part his fans love. The downside 
of Izzard's improvisational courage is the 
same as an NBA hotshot point guard's: a lot 


of flashy passes end up in the stands. It doe: 
faze him. Izzard just stage-whispers into 
face mike, "They're not going for it, Swin- 
don." 


Did we mention that Eddie wears women's 
clothes; good ones from Jean-Paul Gaultie and 
not just as part of his act? He's a bona fide 
cross-dresser. He's also engagingly self- 
confident, in an unpretentious way. When 
Newswe ek talked to him on the eve of his 
tour, the first thing he wanted to do was get 
the subject of transvestism out of the way. 
"Being a TV is in the chromosomes, in the 
genes," Izzard said. “It's similar to being a 
transsexual; adjoining rooms, so to speak. But 
TS's are further along." This particular night 
Izzard was in “bloke mode": leather pants, 
tight black T shirt and no lipstick. Emphatic 
eye makeup, however, and very high-heeled 
boots. "I was initially a frumpy transvestite," 
Izzard recalled. "I looked like a small elephant 
in high heels." He added; almost as _if his 
improved fashion sense had something to do 
with it; "I have a girlfriend, and I do fancy 
women." 


Izzard was born in 1962 in Yemen (his 
father worked there for British Petroleum) and 
was sent to boarding school in Britain when 
his mother fell ill with cancer. She died when 
Eddie was 6. "I wanted to be an actor," he 
says, "but I couldn't get any parts in school. 
Then I discovered Monty Python and thought-- 
I can just do this comedy thing." 


Izzard started as a street performer. One 
day he saw another guy with “a metal girder 
attached to a helmet, with spikes coming out, 
and attached to the spikes were flaming ke- 
babs." Izzard realized, “If I were performing, 
people would say, ‘Let's go across the street 
and see the guy with the girder’." 


So he switched to indoor stand-up, and 
then added impressions. Exactly two; James 
Mason and Sean Connery; which serve as 
voices in his cast of characters, including God, 
Jesus, Moses, JFK and Doctor Heimlich (who, 
when choking, asks somebody to perform “the 
me maneuver" on him). And he “does his- 
tory," which he gets from “watching telly, the 
History Channel, endlessly." Izzard riffs: “I'm 
interested in classical thinking with the Greeks 
and Romans, then things' going very stupid 
after that. Someone in the third century A.D. 
says, ‘Uh, I dunno what's going on'." 


Oddly, or perhaps not so oddly, Izzard's 
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most dedicated fans are women. All the 
members of his unofficial American fan club, 
Executive Izzardites, are female. "He's the 
kind of guy you want to cuddle with" and 
"I'll turn the video on to keep me company 
_ while I clean house" are typical replies, 99 
percent of which came from women, to an 
Internet newsgroup query asking fans what 
they fancy-about Eddie. The affection doesn't 
emanate solely from bonbon ladies taking a 
break from QVC jewelrythons. "Eddie edu- 
cates as well as entertains," says Sheri Wil- 
son, a 27-year-old molecular geneticist. And, 
unlike all those Drew Carey-esque boyfriends 
out there, he's got really great taste in shoes. 


When informed of the ardor, Izzard sighs. 
"Yeah, but if you start to believe it, you can 
lose your life and your soul." His solution is 
to push his artistic envelope. Armed with 
only high-school French, he took one of his 
shows to Paris. He's appeared in films, most- 
ly forgettable parts in forgettable movies (the 
villainous chauffeur in "The Avengers," for 
instance), and starred in the legitimate Lon- 
don theater as Lenny Bruce in "Lenny" last 
spring. ; 

Nevertheless, Izzard still hankers after the 
comedic big time. Carolyn Strauss, VP for 
original programming at HBO, where the 
video of his '98 American tour "Dress to 
Kill" still plays, says, "He takes you right 
beyond the garb into the persona. We'd love 
to work with him again." Tickets to "Cir- 
cle's" New York run sold out in five days. 
When an extra show was added, the tickets 
vanished in 36 hours. But some fans have 
grown positively possessive of Izzard's nich- 
ey strangeness. "As for his going main- 
stream, I hate it,” e-mails Rebecca Town- 
send, a 28-year-old insurance exec. Cleese is 
reassuring: "I don't think Izzard will lose his 
weirdness. 


He won't change his act just to be more 
successful." Right. After all, he outfunnied 
that guy with the girder long ago. 


{Peter Plagens, Newsweek.com: Newsweek 
US Edition 
http://www.newsweek.com:80/nw-srv/print 
ed/us/ae/a17326-2000mar12.htm 


Sunday, March 12, 2000} 

{Courtesy of Gender Advocacy Internet News 
(GAIN), a free Internet news service, brought to you 
courtesy of Gender Education and Advocacy, and It's 
Time, America! Material distributed via GAIN is for 
research and educational purposes only and is not to be 
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used for commercial gain.} 


BOOOOOOHGOOOOOOOH 
Electrology 2000 
Darlene F 
Hi Girls 


This year I decided to get serious about 
electrolysis and made the decision to go to 
Carrollton, Texas and Electrology 2000. 
Before I get to the gruesome details, I must 
say that to date I am thoroughly satisfied with 
my decision and will never go anywhere else. 


I called for an appointment in October 
‘98. I wanted a Thursday and Friday because 
I was driving and I thought the weekend 
would give me time for the swelling to go 
down. (More about this later.) Well, the 
soonest I could get an appointment was April 
22™ and 23", ‘99. 

Electrology 2000 is owned by a transgend- 
er ‘ex’ dentist who gave up her dental prac- 
tice to concentrate entirely on electrolysis. 
My appointment was for 9:00 A.M. and Bren 
picked me up at my motel about 8:45. This is 
a service offered to all out of town clients. 
Her office is located in a little medical com- 
plex about five minutes from the Suburban 
Lodge. The office is staffed with about eight 
electrologists and all are quite familiar with 
beard removal, since 95% of their clients are 
transgendered males. You are never referred 
to as ‘him’ or ‘he’ and always are addressed 
by your chosen female name. 


For my appointment, I booked two 
electrologists for both days. Mary Ann and 
Denise greeted me and brought me into the 
procedure room. You are seated in a dental 
chair with two big dental lights shining down 
on your face. Bren then begins the procedure 
of deadening areas of your face with xylo- 
cane. The shots are uncomfortable at first but 
well worth it. I guess you get stuck about 25 
times a day. When your face is deadened, the 
girls begin working with a specially insulated 
probe to eliminate any scaring. The procedure 
consists of inserting the probe, shocking the 
follicle, removing the hair and going back in 
and shocking the follicle a second time. The 
technicians wear magnifying glasses and work 
very quickly. The first day we went until 6 
P.M. and the second day we went until 4 or 
4:30. We took a 1 hour lunch break. You are 
only billed for the time they are working on 
you. If they leave the room for personal 


reasons they clock out while they are gone. 


I did not book enough time for my first 
visit so they did not do a complete clearing. 
My entire face was cleared and about 1/3 of 
my neck. On my second visit in June, because 
my face now had less hair to clear, they were 
able to do a complete clearing in two days. 
They estimated that at the time of the first 
clearing, 50% to 60% of your hairs are active. 
The second visit, maybe another 20% are 
active and so on. I would recommend 3 to 4 
days for the first clearing. The whole proce- 
dure is completely painless and there is no pain 
afterwards. 


Now here is the part which I was not ready 
for; the swelling is unbelievable. When I woke 
up on Friday morning, and looked into the 
mirror, my face looked like the planet of the 
apes! My swelling lasted for about 3-4 days 
and took a total of about three weeks to go 
down totally. Your face feels tight the whole 
time and is definitely noticeable the first 7-10 
days. (Darlene did enclose a picture; unfortu- 
nately I was not able to arrange scanning-ed) 


The price seems high at first, bur when 
you consider completely being done after 
about 100 hours, it really is not. Their fee is 
$90 per hour per technician. In my first four 
days, I believe I spent $4,860. I estimate 
between $8,000 and $9,00¢ to completion 


All in all, | am completely satisfied and 
highly recommend them to everyone. If you 
have any questions, you can e-mail me at 
BADPEF@aol.com. 

{Darlene actually submitted this article last fall, but I 
regret it got misplaced-ed} 


OOOOH OOOOOOOHOOHO 
Sex Switch Without Tears 


<penn45@ma.ultranet.com > 
[Received from Brenda Lana 
<Brenda-Lana@blsmith. freeserve.co. uk >] 
Sex switch without tears (2/27/2000) 
http://www7.mercurycenter.com:80/books/docs/chutes27 
-htm 
Published Sunday, February 27, 2000, in the San Jose 
Mercury News 
Male authors add a ‘fe’ 


Where Kafka and his creation Gregor 
Samsa taught us so much we need to know 
about species, Fiona Giles aspires to teach us 
about gender. In 1997, she edited "Dick for a 
Day: What Would You Do If You Had One?" 
in which female writers were asked to imagine 


Smith 
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what a difference a penis might make. In 
Chick for a Day: What Would You Do If 
You Were One? (Simon & Schuster, 256 pp., 
$18), she asks three dozen male writers -- 
including Rick Moody, Adrei Codrescu, 
Rudy Rucker, Paul West and Jonathan Ames 
-- to imagine an interlude with only X chro- 
mosomes. 


Probably the best thing about the book is 
its dust-jacket art, which (in the sly manner 
of the Austin Powers movie openers) offers a 
salute to breasts. Inside, the focus is on the 
geography of the G-spot as the writers strug- 
gle manfully to live up to Rufus Griscom's 
observation that "any man who doesn't fanta- 
size about having a vagina is lacking ambi- 
tion." 


Many of the writers resort to raunch; a 

few discuss some of the power politics of 
gender. Bruce Bauman wins over the hearts 
of female readers by imagining that his day 
as a woman “would not be a day of orgiastic 
excess, filial revenge, or sexual anomie" but 
a day on which he would experience a mis- 
carriage and thus more fully understand his 
wife's sorrow and his own soul. 
{Courtesy of Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), 
a free Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
Gender Education and Advocacy, and It's Time, 
America! Material distributed via GAIN is for re- 
search and educational purposes only and is not to be 
used for commercial gain.} 


OQOOOOOGOOOOVOOOO 
Pain Drug Reveals What Most Al- 
ready Know; - Men's and Women's 
Brains Are Simply Different 


Penni Ashe Matz 


Researchers led by UCSF scientists are 
reporting that an experimental pain drug 
known as a kappa-opioid brings pain relief to 
female rats but not males, a finding that adds 
weight to a recent UCSF clinical finding, and 
highlights, they say, the need to evaluate 
drugs by gender. 

Traditionally, kappa-opioids have been 
dismissed as ineffective analgesics in hu- 
mans, though the drugs have shown mixed 
results in animal studies, depending on how 
they have been administered. 

The finding, published in the March issue 
of Pain, may help to resolve the controversy 
about the drug's effectiveness, the research- 
ers say, and underscores a weakness in tradi- 


tional drug screening: Until the early 1990s, 
most drugs, including kappa-opioids, were 
primarily evaluated in men “The problem of 
gender differences, particularly in response to 
opioid drugs, is extremely important and 
widely under-appreciated," says the senior 
author of the study, Howard Fields, MD, 
PhD, a leading expert on the brain mecha- 
nisms of pain and a pain-treatment specialist. 
Fields is UCSF professor of neurology, a 
member of the Keck Center for Integrative 
Neuroscience and director of the UCSF 
Wheel er Center for the Neurobiology of 
Addiction. 

But regardless of the explanation, he says, 
"People need to understand that male and 
female brains are different, period. And this 
fact hes to be taken inte consideration when 
thinking about drug treatments, particularly 
drugs that act on the central nervous system." 


The other co-authors of the Fields study 
were Sheralee A. Tershner PhD, 


formerly a post-doctoral fellow in the Fields 
lab and currently of the Department of Psy- 
chology, Western New England College, and 
Jennifer Mitchell, PhD, formerly a graduate 
student in the Fields lab. 


The study was funded by the National Insti- 
tute on Drug Abuse. 
DDODOODOOOOOOOOO 
Millennium March 2000 


Board Resolution #8 
{Provided by Nancy Sharp-ed} 

In recognition of the pervasive existence 
of discrimination on the basis of visible gen- 
der variance throughout the United States and 
of the intrinsic link between discrimination 
based on gender variance and sexual orienta- 
tion, and 

Acknowledging the expressed concerns of 
our community regarding the perpetuation of 
discrimination on the basis of visible gender 
variance, and 

Realizing the need for and the obligation 
of the Millennium March to identify and 
embrace the struggle for equality without 
regard to visible gender variance as an inte- 
gral part for achieving equality for all people, 

Be it resolved that the Millennium March 
on Washington formally incorporates visible 
gender variance into the Millennium March 
Platform as follows: 


Community. 


The theme of striving for equality without 
regards to visible gender variance will be 
integrated into every aspect of organizing and 
staging the Millennium March on Washington 
for Equality. 


Specifically, members of the transgender 
community will be represented on the stage at 
the Millennium March where they- will have 
the opportunity to highlight issues of impor- 
tance to the Transgender Community. Some 
of these issues include protections against 
discrimination in employment, an end to hate 
violence, equal access to public accommoda- 
tions, and the elimination of exclusions in 
insurance for appropriate health care for 
transsexuals. 


The Millennium March will provide an 
opportunity for transgender organizations to 
promote their individual organizations by 
distributing their material and participating in 
GLBT Vote 2000, MMOWs voter identifica- 
tion project. 

2. Enhancing Organizational Development and 
getting out the volte. 


The Millennium March will contribute to 
organizational development of transgender 
organizations and supplement their get-out-the- 
vote efforts by providing each organization 
with the voter pledge list developed by the 
Millennium March. 


The Board of the Millennium March on Wash- 
ington sees the March as an opportunity to 
galvanize our community to work for equality 
a the local, state, and national level, and 
believes it is imperative that the efforts of the 
Millennium March far exceed the March itself. 
This resolution reflects the Boards commitment 
to ensure that the Millennium March on Wash- 
ington strengthens the overall movement foOr 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender equal- 


ity. 


New Web Address! 
WWW.GGA.ORG 


e-mail us at: 
Info@GGA.ORG 
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